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New School Drops Hillel: Letter of Support 

New York City – May 3rd, 2026 

In a first of its kind resolution for a U.S. based university, the New School University Student 
Senate (USS) voted on May 1st, 2026 to suspend funding and collaboration with “Hillel at 
the New School” for violating international law, effectively dropping Hillel. The USS has 
declared their campus’ Hillel chapter “Not In Good Standing.” This resolution bars “Hillel 
at the New School” from receiving any University Student Senate funds, co-
sponsorship, event support, or logistical support until “Hillel at The New School” 
disaffiliates from Hillel International and ends its participation in programs that violate 
international law. 

The resolution, based on an extensive report produced by the Registered Student 
Organization (RSO) Compliance Committee, passed through a majority vote. The 
Compliance Committee was formed to ensure that all student organizations–which are 
eligible to receive funding from the Senate–comply with city, state, federal, and 
international law. Senate fees are compulsory and every New School student must pay 
them, this means if funded, New School students would be funding Hillel’s illegal activities. 

The report details Hillel’s material ties to the Israel Occupation Forces, a foreign military 
formally found by Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, the Lemkin Institute, 
the European Center for Constitutional and Human Rights, the International Federation for 
Human Rights, Genocide Watch, and Oxfam, amongst numerous others - have concluded 
that Israel has committed war crimes, crimes against humanity, and acts constituting 
genocide. 

The Compliance Committee details violations by both Hillel at the New School and the 
larger Hillel International with which they are affiliated. The violations include Hillel’s 
participation in three different programs that send students to volunteer in Israel on 
military bases to provide logistical support for the Israeli Occupation Forces as it wages a 
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genocide in Gaza: “Hillel on Base,” “Birthright/Onward Israel,” and “The Volunteers for Israel 
(VFI)/Sar-El Program.”  

The report further documented that students in Hillel at the New School volunteered at 
Tze'elim army base, and supported four IOF named units as recently as July 2024, nine 
months into the Israeli military’s genocide in Gaza. 

Each unit has been formally found in violation of international law by the world's highest 
authorities: 

• Oketz Unit: Mohammad Bhar, 24, a man with Down’s Syndrome, was mauled to 
death by an Oketz military dog in his family home and left to die. 

• Kfir Brigade: Omar Assad, 78, a Palestinian-American grandfather, was zip-tied, 
blindfolded, and left to die of a heart attack in the cold. 

• Golani Brigade: 15 Red Crescent paramedics were shot at close range on a 
permitted route in Rafah. Bodies were buried in a mass grave. 

• Handasa Corps: Systematically destroyed Gaza's universities, hospitals, and 
homes. One commander described his unit as “addicted to explosions.” Another 
boasted they “blew up the most houses in Gaza.” 

The report also details several multi-million dollar direct partnerships between Israel’s 
Ministry of Diaspora Affairs and Hillel International–which Hillel at the New School is 
affiliated with–to promote pro-genocide propaganda on U.S. campuses. Moreover, through 
its partnership with Israel’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs–as well as AIPAC and Canary 
Mission–Hillel International advocates for policies that censor pro-Palestine speech and 
organizing, and promotes campaigns of doxxing and harassing student critics of Israel on 
campus. 

The extensive documentation of Hillel’s material ties to the IOF and its violation of 
international law are clear. Nevertheless, on Saturday May 2nd, 2026, President Joel 
Towers, Provost Richard Kessler, and Vice Provost Robert Mack sent a university-wide 
email informing the community that it would undemocratically veto the USS’s 
decision. 

Rather than addressing the 38-page report detailing Hillel’s complicity in the violation of 
international law, the New School administration has asserted, without basis, that the USS 
is “distorting a qualified student organization” and “is using its platform to target fellow 
students in a misguided attempt to hold those students responsible for the acts of 
governments.” In fact, the USS’s resolution is based on information made public by Hillel at 
the New School’s own social media accounts, as well as other open-source information. 
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The passage of this proposal is a clear victory: Students at The New School do not want 
their tuition dollars funding war crimes, human rights violations, apartheid, and genocide. 
While the New School administration claims that their institutional values “include a 
rejection of violence, hate or discrimination,” they have threatened to unilaterally overturn 
students’ democratic decision to uphold such values.  

We, the undersigned, support the resolution passed by the University Student Senate. 
We call on the New School administration and the President Joel Towers to enforce 
their commitment to city, state, federal, and international law and uphold the USS’s 
decision. 

 

Organization Sign-Ons: 

1. Institute for the Critical Study of Zionism 

2. Drop Hillel 

3. Jews Against White Supremacy 

4. Palestine Legal 

5. Labor for Palestine National Network 

6. Coalition for Action in Higher Education 

7. Rabbis for Ceasefire 

8. Jewish Psychologists for Justice 

9. Jewish Voice for Peace - Academic Council 

10. Justice4Palestine - Actions Enablement Network (J4P) 

11. Jewish Voice for Peace - NY 

12. New York City Jewish Labor Bund 

13. NYU Jews Against Zionism 

14. NYC Young Democratic Socialists of America 

15. Rally Middletown (NY) 

16. New York Irish for Palestine 

17. Jewish Culture Club at The New School 
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18. Academic Student Workers at The New School–SENS-UAW Local 7902 

19. Student Workers Union at The New School–NewSWU Organizing Committee 

20. The New School Students for Justice in Palestine 

21. MENA Creative Collective at The New School 

22. Union of Political Science Students at The New School 

23. Anthropology Student Association at The New School 

24. CUNY for Palestine 

25. CUNY Graduate Center for Palestine 

26. City College of New York Students for Justice in Palestine 

27. CUNY Faculty and Staff for Justice in Palestine 

28. Brooklyn College SJP 

29. SUNY BDS 

30. Faculty and Staff for Justice in Palestine at San Diego State University 

31. Faculty and Staff for Justice in Palestine at University of California San Francisco   

32. Faculty and Staff for Justice in Palestine at Rutgers 

33. UC Berkeley Students for Justice in Palestine 

34. Chapman Judaism On Our Own Terms (JOOOT) 

35. Jewish Voice for Peace at the University of Michigan 

36. Labor-Community Alliance of South Florida 

37. Rutgers YDSA 

38. Ethnic Studies Council at the University of California 

39. Palestine Solidarity Coalition at Dartmouth 

40. Palestine, Arab, Muslim (PAM) Caucus of the California Faculty Association (CFA) 
(SEIU Local 1983) 

41. Teaching Palestine: Pedagogical Praxis and the Indivisibility of Justice 

42. The Revolution Continues 



43. Release Aging People in Prison (RAPP) 

44. Art Against Displacement 

 

Individual Sign-Ons: 

1. Judith Butler, Distinguished Professor, UC Berkeley 

2. Nancy Fraser, Henry A. and Louise Loeb Professor Emerita, The New School 

3. Noura Erakat, Professor, Rutgers University, New Brunswick 

4. Rashid Khalidi, Edward Said Professor Emeritus, Columbia University 

5. Miriam Ticktin, Professor, CUNY Graduate Center 

6. Mohammed Bamyeh, Professor, University of Pittsburgh 

7. Andrew Ross, Professor, NYU 

8. Darryl Li, University of Chicago 

9. Bassam Haddad, Associate Professor, George Mason University 

10. Muriam Haleh Davis, Associate Professor of History, UCSC 

11. Maura Finkelstein 

12. Emmaia Gelman, Executive Director, Institute for the Critical Study of Zionism 

13. Rebecca Alpert, Professor of Religion Emeritus, Temple University 

14. Lisa Rofel, National Board Member, Jewish Voice for Peace 

15. Rabbi Alissa Wise, Rabbis for Ceasefire 

16. Ryder Glickman, Chair, University Student Senate, The New School 

17. Maryam Mushtaq, PhD Student, The New School 

18. Danielle Twiss, PhD Student, The New School 

19. Alexandra Madge, PhD Student, The New School 

20. Kidus Desta, The New School 

21. Daniel Segal, Jean Pitzer Professor Emeritus, Pitzer College 

22. Elliot Cosco 



23. Drew Spiller, Resident Assistant, Student, The New School 

24. Jan Robin Hendricks, PhD Student, NSSR, The New School 

25. Ashton Lyle, MA Student, The New School 

26. Leah Masci, Graduate Student, The New School 

27. Sarah Simon, PhD student 

28. Ethan Wertman, MA anthropology student, The New School 

29. Alexis Kiamco, PhD Student, NSSR, The New School 

30. John King, Associate Adjunct Professor NYU 

31. Benjamin Airing, PhD Student, Department of Anthropology, The New School 

32. Aaron Scott, The New School 

33. Kayvon Atherton, Historical Studies Student, The New School 

34. Colleen Ryan, Student 

35. Jane L. Lehr, Professor 

36. Minsu Yoo, PhD Student Anthropology, The New School 

37. Ujju Aggarwal, Assistant Professor, The New School 

38. Lucy Zentgraf, Graduate student 

39. Jess Posner, Parsons, MFA Fine Arts, '13, The New School 

40. Ryan Busillo, MA Student, The New School 

41. Jessica Hardie, Professor, Hunter College 

42. Chad Kidd, History Professor Emerita, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo 

43. Lucien Baskin, CUNY Graduate Center 

44. Manzar Foroohar, History Professor Emerita, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo 

45. Sebastian Porreca, MA Student 

46. Jack Wells, PhD Student and Student Advisor, Sociology, The New School 

47. Elsie Alten, Student, The New School 

48. Milo Hontanosas, Student, The New School 



49. Mia Schmidt 

50. Zuri Gordon, Student Success Advisor, The New School 

51. Suneil Sanzgiri, Faculty, The New School 

52. Cameron Kaufman, Graduate Student at the University of Michigan 

53. Ash Albert, Student 

54. Lydia Zhang, MA Student, Politics, The New School 

55. Dee Martin, Historical Studies MA, The New School 

56. Heather Davis, Associate Professor of Culture and Media, The New School 

57. Nicholas Gordon, Student, The New School 

58. Devrim Barikan, MA Philosophy Student, The New School 

59. Lee-Sean Huang 

60. Esha Nair, Student, The New School 

61. Stuart Chen-Hayes, Professor, CUNY Lehman College 

62. Anna DiTucci, Former Student, CCNY YDSA Co-Chair 

63. Laura Simon 

64. Benjamin Robinson, Associate Professor Indiana University Bloomington 

65. Noor Boukari, Dartmouth College 

66. Anthony Alessandrini 

67. Cassius Adair, Assistant Professor, The New School 

68. Corinna Mullin, Part-time faculty, The New School 

69. Rachel Kambury, Alum (Eugene Lang, 2013), The New School 

70. Navid Farnia, Assistant Professor, Wayne State University 

71. Laura Liu, Assoc Prof of Global Studies and Geography, The New School 

72. Cara Levine 

73. Amber J Martin, Hunter College CUNY 

74. Morgan Bassichis, Part-time faculty, The New School 



75. Leigh Kimberg, Professor of Medicine, UCSF 

76. Manijeh Moradian, Associate Professor, WGSS Barnard College, Columbia 
University 

77. Maia Eskin, Alumna, The New School 

78. Ken Nowell, Student, The New School 

79. Rachel Sherman, Michael E. Gellert Professor of Sociology, The New School 

80. Adel Alazazi, MSN, RN 

81. David Klein, Professor Emeritus, California State University Northridge 

82. Durgesh Ajgaonkar, NSSR, The New School 

83. Maxine Fookson 

84. Rosa Acevedo, Undergraduate Student, Parsons School of Design, The New School 

85. Rebecca Vilkomerson 

86. Hari Ziyad, Writer 

87. Abby Casey, Historical Studies M.A. Student,  NSSR, The New School 

88. Holly Bushman, PhD Candidate, Princeton University 

89. Patricia Keeton, Ramapo College of New Jersey 

90. George Wheaton, PhD Student, NSSR, The New School 

91. Soniya Munshi 

92. Eric Camins, Eugene Lang Alum, The New School 

93. Lara Thompson 

94. Jo Salas 

95. Anthony O'Brien, English dept. Queens College (ret.) 

96. Chris Stone, Associate Professor of Arabic at Hunter College 

97. Theodora Dryer 

98. Rupal Iza 

99. Rosalind Petchesky, Distinguished Professor Emerita of Political Science, Hunter 
College - CUNY 



100. Che Broadnax, Professor of Journalism + Design, The New School 

101. Carol Strauss Sotiropoulos, Professor Emerita, Northern Michigan University 

102. Lida Richardson, Student 

103. Charlotte Crabbs 

104. Brooke Lober, Lecturer, Gender and Women's Studies, UC Berkeley 

105. Barry Trachtenberg 

106. Jake Levitan, Berkeley Law '26 

107. Dion Nania, PhD, NSSR Alum, The New School 

108. Carolina Bank Muñoz, Professor UMass Amherst 

109. Rabab Abdulhadi, Director and Senior Scholar, Arab and Muslim Ethnicities 
and Diasporas Studies Program, San Francisco State University 

110. Heike Schotten, Professor of Political Science, University of Massachusetts 
Boston 

111. Sophia Tarantelli, Student 

112. Ian Golash 

113. Joan Hirsch, JVP 

114. Daniel Efram 

115. Ashley Buchalter, Alum, The New School 

116. Cassidy Kristal 

117. Veronica Weiss, JVP 

118. Sadie Levy 

119. Sarah Rosenblatt 

120. Amirtha Kidambi, Former Adjunct, The New School 

121. Sean Malloy, Professor of History and Critical Race and Ethnic Studies, UC 

122. Anna Kramarsky, PhD 

123. Christine Portal 

124. Greg Horwitch 



125. Barbara Schulman 

126. Tim Dubnau, New York resident 

127. Jamie Hesseltine, Student, NYU 

128. Josh Fraidstern 

129. Nell Hirschmann-Levy 

130. Neely Grobani 

131. Elizabeth Murillo 

132. Vasuki Nesiah, Professor of Practice in Human Rights and International Law 

133. Janet Winston, Professor of English, Cal Poly Humboldt 

134. Sophia Schaffer 

135. Paula Chakravartty, Professor, NYU 

136. Katie Nitzberg, JVP 

137. Mahmoud Salameh 

138. Martha Schulman 

139. Gail Holbrook 

140. Francesca Rodriguez 

141. Ana Marton, JVP 

142. Priscilla Grim, Alum, The New School 

143. Drey Y, UC Berkeley Student 

144. Jenny Dubnau, Artist; Queens resident 

145. Kevin Winkler, City University of New York (CUNY) 

146. Katie Herman, Jewish community member 

147. Marianne Pita, CUNY professor 

148. Carol Marsh 

149. Margot Spindelman 

150. Jan Clausen, Writer and former faculty member, The New School 



151. Judith Loebl 

152. Michelle Brotman, Alum, The New School 

153. Andrew lenaghan, Brooklyn resident 

154. Jenny Polak, JVP NY 

155. Charles Manekin, Prof. of Philosophy 

156. Irene Siegel, Dr. 

157. Will Abbas-Mirza, Berkeley Law, LSJP 

158. Whitney Curry Wimbish, MFA, The New School 

159. Carly Matsui 

160. Jenny Labendz, PhD in Rabbinics, former Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies 

161. Anthony John Lee 

162. Zaid Yousef, JD Candidate, UC Berkeley School of Law 

163. Ednie Kaeh Garrison 

164. Ariel Goldberg, Part-time Faculty, UAW 7902, JVP-NYC, The New School 

165. Keith Rosenthal, PhD Student, CUNY Graduate Center, PSC-AFT Local 2334 

166. Mindy Greenspan 

167. Isaiah Kaplan 

168. Judith Lienhard 

169. Jane Hirschmann 

170. Michael F. Hoexter, Community member 

171. Chuck Gelman, UAW Local 7902 

172. C.A. Matthews, Editor, The Revolution Continues 

173. Lorenzo Canizares, Co-Chair, Labor-Community Alliance of South Florida 

174. Wendy Scher 

175. Alexa Zeryck 



176. Au Nguyen 

177. Michele Hirsch 

178. Sarah Helden 

179. Tom Brick 

180. Jamie Brandel 

181. Samantha Schenerman 

182. Abel Rymar, Monmouth University YDSA/Rutgers University YDSA 

183. Naomi Schiller, Brooklyn College, CUNY 

184. Kelila Leff, Rutgers YDSA 

185. Matt Binetti, NSSR, The New School 

186. Jean Halley, Professor of Sociology 

187. Julie Orlemanski, Associate Professor of English, University of Chicago 

188. Sivan Philo 

189. Nancy Stern, Professor, The City College of New York, CUNY 

190. Elijah Castle 

191. Michael Eggers 

192. Donna Ristorucci, Ceasefire Now NJ, JVP NNJ, Break the Bonds Campaign, 
NJ 

193. Gretchen Crawford 

194. Rev. Micah Bucey, Senior Minister, Judson Memorial Church 

195. Herbert Quester, NYU Steinhardt School 

196. Meira Harris 

197. Jacob Modiano, New York City Jewish Labor Bund 

198. Anika Mehta, UW Student 

199. Emily Schacter 

200. Aaron Scott, SURJ (Standing Up for Racial Justice) 



201. Adam Grumbach, JVP 

202. Akhil Rajesh 

203. David Polanski, Independent Scholar 

204. Laura Whitehorn, Co-founder, RAPP 

205. Andrea Lomanto 

206. Audriana Bassis, Alum, The New School 

207. Andrew Weiner, Assoc. Professor, NYU 

208. Jonah Rubin, JVP 

209. Laura Hamad, Dr. 

210. Jacob Remes, Clinical Associate Professor, New York University 

211. Adina Karp, Alum, Class of 2021, The New School 

212. Nidhi Srinivas, Professor of Management, The New School 

213. Kendrick Castellanos, Student, The New School 

214. Maureen Silverman, Activist in NYC 

215. Denise Rickled, JVP 

216. Cindy Hwang, Art Against Displacement 

217. Leigh-Anna Nielsen, Lang Alum, ‘21, The New School 

218. Sulu LeoNimm 

219. Rochelle W Santos 

220. Abigail Kohn 

221. Eli Meyerhoff, Duke University 

222. Jose B Castiblanco M, PhD Student, Sociology NSSR, The New School 

223. Alana Perez, Alum, The New School 

224. Aura Angelica Hernandez Cardenas, PhD Sociology Candidate, The New 
School 

225. Sonya Posmentier, Associate Professor of English, New York University 



226. Mia Carmel 

227. Addie Mahdavi 

228. Benoit Challand, Professor of Sociology, NSSR & Lang, The New School 

229. Dalit Zakaim, NSSR, The New School 

230. Dalia Silverstein, MA student 

231. Ivan Pech Luna, Student 

232. Tara Thompson, MA Candidate, New School for Social Research 

233. Sameer Jamal, Student, NSSR, The New School 

234. Victor Evangelista, PhD Student, The New School 

235. Hannah Drossman, TNS/Parsons Alum, The New School 

236. Amira Rachouh, Community Member, Prospective student 

237. Jonathan Graubart, Professor San Diego State University 

238. Savannah Whitmer, Student, The New School 

239. Jessie Kimmel-Choldin, The New School 

240. Riya Vyas 

241. Clover Reshad, PhD Candidate, The New School 

242. Ethan Royce, Parsons School of Design, The New School 

243. Cody Bock, The New School 

244. Sebastean Pujols, Ph.D. Student, The New School 

245. Richard David 

246. Jonas Friedli, PhD Student Philosophy, The New School 

247. Elizabeth Horowitz, Physician associate, MPH 

248. Nikola Ksiazek, PhD, NSSR, The New School 

249. Ellen Isaacs, MD 

250. Aliyah Khan, Human Rights Activist 

251. Sarah Nikolic, Jewish New York Resident 



252. Eliza Hollingsworth, CUNY City College 

253. Stevie Saunders 

254. Erica Schapiro-Sakashita, Alum, The New School 

255. Sonam Singh, Staff, UCATS Local 3882 at NYU 

256. Lillian Udell, RN 

257. Ryan Schiavone 

258. Sherry Millner, Professor, CUNY Staten Island 

259. Daniel Giovanniello 

260. Gene Jacobs 

261. Anya Rose 

262. Sasha Slansky, Alum, The New School 

263. Gwendolen Cates, Independent filmmaker 

264. Anna Rose Dostalik, MA student, The New School 

265. Anastasiia Kalk, Ph.D. Candidate, The New School 

266. Beatriz da Silva, PhD Politics, The New School 

267. Giovanetta Marangoz, Co-chair, NYC Young Democratic Socialists of 
America 

268. Mike Marciano, The New School 

269. Nadeem Abdel-Jawad 

270. Essie Tuerk-Levy 

271. Dawson Van Cise, MA Philosophy Student, The New School 

272. Siobhan Deringer, Graduate Student of Philosophy, The New School 

273. Alison Wade 

274. Isaac Ontiveros, Director of Advocacy & Public Education, Palestine Legal 

275. Raina Rahman, SJP 

276. Rafael A. Mutis García, Assistant Professor, UAW 7902, The New School 



277. Romy Opperman, Assistant Professor of Philosophy, The New School 

278. Emma Park, History, The New School 

279. Amalle Dublon, Eugene Lang, The New School 

280. Rachel Braun, New York City Jewish Labor Bund 

281. Ian Hansen, Former Adjunct Prof, The New School 

282. Linta Varghese, CUNY 

283. Eli Zaretsky, Professor Emeritus, The New School 

284. Rose Susan Pelham, Philosophy MA Candidate, The New School 

285. Simeon Man 

286. Jana Mohamed, Student, The New School 

287. Sebastian Scry, Student, The New School 

288. Jack Jin Gary Lee, Assistant Professor of Sociology, Lang and NSSR, The New 
School 

289. Schuyler Ross, Researcher, Columbia University 

290. Jane Paley, PsyD 

291. Tina Bernstein 

292. Omega Haehnel 

293. Nicole Morse, Hinenu Baltimore 

294. Rachel Saywitz, The New School 

295. Michi Osato 

296. Amir Jamal 

297. Lisebeth Jacobs, JVP PDX 

298. Roni Zahavi-Brunner, GPIA Alum, The New School 

299. J .F. Mulligan, New York Irish for Palestine 

300. Jeanne Bergman, PhD 

301. Rebecca Snyder, Alum, The New School 



302. Flavia Nitzlader, The New School 

303. Jens Jaanimägi, MA Student, The New School 

304. Erica Levenson, MA in International Affairs '23, The New School 

305. Naveen Nandigum 

306. Beth Kapeluch, Student, The New School 

307. Vanessa Guaraca, Student, The New School 

308. Darializa Avila Chevalier, Candidate for Congress, NY13 

309. Jim Savio, Former Faculty, The New School 

310. Rosa Villarroel, RN, FSJP, UCSF 

311. Carrie Hawks, Assistant Professor, The New School 

312. Emily Winkler-Morey, The New School 

313. Isaac Tasch, TF/MA Student, The New School 

314. Colleen Dixon, Alum, The New School 

315. Elijah Blanton, SENS-UAW Unit Chair, The New School 

316. Irene Schneeweis 

317. Sydney Lopin, Student, The New School 

318. Layla Greene, The New School 

319. Rashelle Peck, Assistant Professor, BMCC, CUNY 

320. Austin Gross 

321. Sam Sills, Documentary filmmaker 

322. Greta Knutson, Student, The New School 

323. Brendon Jong-min Chun, Student, The New School 

324. Diana Lucic, Student, The New School 

325. Charlotte Appel, Student, The New School 

326. Skyler Moore, MA Student, The New School 

327. Ella Richmond, PhD Student, The New School 



328. Lizzy Elkins, Alum, The New School 

329. Nikos Chatzarakis, The New School 

330. Oliver Kellhammer, Part-time Assistant Professor, The New School 

331. Ben Jacob, PhD Candidate, Department of History, Rutgers University New 
Brunswick 

332. Laura Kaplan, Clinical Assistant Professor, Pace University 

333. Melissa F Weiner, Professor, College of the Holy Cross 

334. Güntur Kayvan Prathamesh, Jewish Voice for Peace 

335. Maggie Vevr, Mom, Ulster Activist 

336. Cruz Shepherd, Educator 

 

 


