Letter of Support for American Political Science Association (APSA) Organized
Section 17, Foundations of Political Theory "Academic Boycott Resolution"

AMCHA Initiative Note: More information on APSA’s resolution can be found here and
here. The resolution had claimed, "Israeli academic institutions are complicit in Israel’s
settler colonization of Palestine, and the attendant ethnic cleansing, dispossession,
military occupation and apartheid policies that constitute this colonization."

Original letter access date: 8/19/19

Dear colleagues,

We are writing in order to express our support for the BDS resolution that will
be discussed at this year's APSA meeting. We are the members who brought
the resolution to Robyn Marasco and the Board, requesting that it be
discussed.

We believe: (a) that Israeli policy towards Palestinians, including Palestinian
citizens of Israel, amounts to a form of settler colonization and an unconscionable
system of apartheid; (b) that this system, and the cooperation of Israeli
universities with it, harms academic freedom in a fundamental way by restricting
the ability of Palestinian scholars to meet, learn and exchange ideas; and (c) that,
as political theorists, we have a duty to protest the chilling effects that Israel’s anti-
BDS stance has had on normative enquiry even in North American universities.

These chilling effects are indicated by the fact that 1/5 of us do not feel as if we
can use our names on this declaration out of fear of retaliation against our
positions in the university. Others were afraid to join us in signing this declaration
at all out of concern that they would be denied entry to Israel and/or transit to
Occupied Palestinian Territories (as two Members of Congress, Rashida Tlaib
and llhan Omar were this past week).

We are committed to discussing these matters in an open and respectful way,
and we look forward to having a thoughtful debate within our scholarly community.

1. Asma Abbas, Bard College at Simon’s Rock
Elisabeth Anker, George Washington University

Rachel Brown, Washington University
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Kevin Bruyneel, Babson College


https://www.jns.org/resolution-to-boycott-israeli-academic-institutions-on-docket-for-annual-poli-sci-conference/
https://www.jns.org/resolution-to-boycott-israeli-academic-institutions-thwarted-at-annual-poli-sci-conference/
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Jimmy Casas Klausen, Instituto de Relagbes Internacionais, Pontificia

Universidade Cato

Charmaine Chua, University of California, Santa Barbara
Glen Coulthard, University of British Columbia

Adam Dahl, University of Massachusetts Amherst

Jodi Dean, William and Hobart Smith Colleges

. Shirin Deylami, Western Washington University
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Andrew Dilts, Loyola Marymount University
Tom Dumm, Amherst College

Nancy Fraser, The New School for Social Research
Adom Getachew, University of Chicago

Mark Golub, Scripps College

Jane Gordon, University of Connecticut

Alex Gourevitch, Brown University

Laura Grattan, Wellesley College

Jairus Grove, University of Hawaii

Jack Jackson, Whitman College

Isaac Kamola, Trinity College

Steven Klein, University of Florida

Sina Kramer, Loyola Marymount University
Fred Lee, University of Connecticut

Joseph Lowndes, University of Oregon
Taylor Marie Doherty, University of Massachusetts Amherst
James Martel, San Francisco State University
John McMahon, The Graduate Center, CUNY
Eli Meyerhoff, Duke University

Zein Murib, Fordham University

Robert Nichols, University of Minnesota

Anne Norton, University of Pennsylvania
Sean Parson, Northern Arizona University

Kristofer J. Petersen-Overton, University of Montana
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William Clare Roberts, McGill University

Corey Robin, Brooklyn College and CUNY Graduate Center
C. Heike Schotten, University of Massachusetts Boston
Joshua Simon, Columbia University

Jakeet Singh, York University

Yves Winter, McGill University

Assistant Professor, private college, Massachusetts
Assistant Professor, public university, British Columbia
Assistant Professor, public university, Ontario
Assistant Professor, public university, Wisconsin
Assistant Professor, public university, Ontario

PhD student, public university, Ontario

Postdoctoral fellow, private university, Massachusetts
Assistant Professor, public university, Virginia
Assistant Professor, private university, New York
Assistant Professor, private university, New York

Postdoctoral fellow, private university, England



