Open Letter from the Institute for the Critical Study of Zionism’s
Research Community

October 17, 2023

We call on everyone—including scholars, researchers, organizers, and administrators worldwide —to
act now to end Israel’s genocidal attack on Gaza.

We, the research community of the Institute for
the Critical Study of Zionism (ICSZ), are grieving
the many lives lost and fearing the many more to
come. As a newly-formed collective of scholars
and activists committed to the study of Zionism,
its politics and institutions, we call on
everyone—scholars, educators, organizers,
administrators, the international community—to
act now to end Israel’s genocidal attack on Gaza,
itself an extension of the ongoing Nakba

Palestinians have experienced for over 75 years.

As we write this, Israel has just bombed Al-Ahli Hospital in Gaza, murdering over 500 sick and
grieving Palestinians alongside Palestinian doctors, nurses, and hospital staff. This brings the death
toll of Israel’s bombing campaign since October 7 to over 3,000, including more than 1,000 children.
Following scholars of genocide, we note that the Israeli War Minister Yoav Gallant has made his

intent clear: “We are imposing a complete siege on Gaza. No electricity, no food, no water,
no fuel. Everything is closed. We are fighting human animals, and we will act accordingly.”
This dehumanization is meant to justify, in advance, the mass death—by bombing or by slowly
ending life-giving sustenance—of 2.3 million Palestinians trapped in Gaza. Thus far, the bombing
campaign has destroyed hospitals, targeted first responders, eradicated entire families, leveled
neighborhoods, and demolished “safe routes” on which Palestinians were told to flee for their lives.
It has been accompanied by Israel’s denying Palestinians in Gaza water, medicine, food, electricity,
and fuel and destroying water, power, and telecommunications infrastructure. Israel has bombed the
Rafah crossing, the sole point of exit from Gaza over land not controlled by Israel, and disrupted
the flow of aid to the besieged Palestinians there, while the United States continues to provide

additional military hardware to Israel and prepares U.S. troops for potential deplovment to Israel.

We affirm that the root cause of the brutal violence we are witnessing is Israel’s 75-year regime of
settler-colonialism and apartheid, which itself is built upon and extends a much longer history of
European colonialism; Israel is supported and bankrolled by U.S. tax dollars at the rate of $3.8
billion per year. This most recent attack is the fourth escalation from siege to crushing
bombardment in 15 years, perpetrated by one of the world’s most powerful militaries against a
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vulnerable and captive population, nearly half of whom are under eighteen, and the majority of
whom are refugees from successive waves of displacement by Israeli settlement and ethnic cleansing
since 1948.

As scholars, organizers, and/or artists, we are committed to justice-centered knowledge production
in conjunction with, not separate from, peoples’ struggles. Following Scholars for Palestinian
Freedom’s public commitment, during the last bombing campaign on Gaza in May 2021, to
including Palestinian scholarship on Palestine in our work, we reiterate that Palestinian studies as a
tield is what shapes our writing and cultural production, what contextualizes this moment, and what
underscores the need for liberation from Israeli settler-colonialism. During and outside of crises, we
remain committed to a citational practice that centers Palestinian archives of displacement and
steadfastness. We commit to sharing these archives with students, readers, and the communities we
encounter as we bear a direct responsibility to use our platforms to speak out about the ongoing
Nakba, condemn the current genocide we are witnessing, and intervene in the clamoring of support
for unchecked Israeli state violence.

As educators, we are horrified by the ubiquity of messaging from our university administrations that
has expressed empathy for Israeli life, excluding Palestinians and recycling harmful Orientalist,
Islamophobic, colonial, and racist tropes about a people under siege. We hold our
administrations—and similar messaging by the mainstream U.S. media outlets—tesponsible for
anti-Palestinian violence, including the recent murder of Wadea Al-Fayoume, a six-year-old
Palestinian boy whose landlord, Joseph Czuba, shouted “You Muslims must die!” as he stabbed him
to death and critically injured his mother. This rhetoric, too, stokes the violence that protesters,

teach-in attendees, and vigil participants in support of Palestinian freedom have experienced on

campuses across the United States. Following the University of California Fthnic Studies Faculty
Council, we affirm that this rhetorical violence generated by administrative bodies across multiple
universities fosters a hostile learning environment for Palestinian, Muslim, and Arab students on our
campuses who are reminded in these moments that the university does not protect them and cannot
spare a word of care for their families under siege. As educators, following Birzeit University, we too

call upon our academic communities to “fulfill their intellectual and academic duty of seeking truth,
maintaining a critical distance from state-sponsored propaganda, and to hold the perpetrators of
genocide and those complicit with them accountable.”

We issue the following demands:
1. As many of us are based in countries that provide unequivocal support for Israel, we

call on these governments to demand an immediate ceasefire and an immediate
entry of humanitarian aid into Gaza.
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2. We call on the United Nations to intervene immediately to protect the Palestinian
people from genocide. We reject U.S. vetoes that enable and embolden Israel and
allow it to escape accountability.

3. We call on university administrators to retract all statements that foment
anti-Palestinian racism and we call for a collective end to academic complicity in
Israel’s apartheid regime. We affirm our commitment to hold Israel accountable by
supporting the Palestinian-led campaign to boycott, divest from, and sanction Israel
until it complies with international law and universal principles of human rights.

4. We call for a complete and total end to Israel’s apartheid regime, the end of the
brutal occupation, freedom and liberation for all Palestinians living under Israel’s
rule, and the right of return for those in exile. These are the only conditions that will
produce justice.

Signed,
(alphabetical list: please add your name here)
Mariam A., NYU Law

Rami Abdelkarim, Palestinian Youth Movement

Rabab Abdulhadi, Arab and Muslim Ethnicities and Diasporas Studies Program at San Francisco
State University

Rev. Fahed AbuAkel, Presbyterian Minister in Atlanta, GA

Dr. Hil Aked

Sahar Al-Najjar, PsyD Candidate, Adler University

Daniel J. Sanchez-Alva

Abdel Aziz Al Bawab

Mai Awad

M. Muhannad Ayyash, Professor of Sociology, Mount Royal University

Yasmine Benabdallah, University of California Santa Cruz
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Abdelkader Berrahmoun, Assistant Professor, Middlebury Institute of International Studies at
Monterey

Courtney Bonam, Assistant Professor, University of California Santa Cruz
Solomon Brager

micha cardenas, Associate Professor, University of California, Santa Cruz
Erix Celis, Teacher/Union Rep, PVUSD/PVFT

iain chalmers, Palestinian History Tapestry Project

Karma R. Chévez, Professor, Mexican American and Latina/o Studies, The University of Texas at
Austin

Elyse Crystall, UNC Chapel Hill

Mike Cushman, Research Fellow (rtd), LSE

Flora Wolpert Checknoff

Jessie Daniels, Professor, Hunter College and The Graduate Center, CUNY
Huma Dar

susie day

T. J. Demos, Professor of History of Art and Visual Culture, UC Santa Cruz
Lisa Duggan

Rev. L. Kathleen Eschen-Pipes, Presbyterian Minister in Santa Cruz, CA

Khaled Farrag, Development Consultant, Grassroots Al-Quds

Allan Fisher

Alexei Polger, Anti-zionist Jewish activist



Brian Ford

Cynthia Franklin, English Prof., U. of Hawai'i

Robin Gabriel, University of California Santa Cruz

Keren Ganin-Pinto

Michael Gasser, Assoc. Prof. Emeritus, Indiana University
Emmaia Gelman, Sarah Lawrence College

Yulia Gilich

Terri Ginsberg, Film scholar, USACBI

Lani Hanna, University of California, Santa Cruz

John Harfouch

elliot helman

Christine Hong, Professor, University of California, Santa Cruz
Amira Jarmakani, San Diego State University

Muneeb Kalenandi

Robin D. G. Kelley

Jennifer Kelly, Associate Professor, University of California, Santa Cruz
Sara Kershnar

Savannah Kilner, University of California-Santa Cruz

Mary Jo Klinker, Winona State University

Arun Kundani, Independent scholar and writer

Rosza Daniel Lang/Levitsky, Independent scholar & cultural worker



Marisol LeBron, Associate Professor, University of California, Santa Cruz

Alana Lentin, Professor of Cultural and Social Analysis, Western Sydney University
David Lloyd, Professor of English, UC Riverside

Anne Lober

Brooke Lobet, Lectutrer, UC Berkeley Gender and Women's Studies

Flora Lu, Professor, University of California, Santa Cruz

Alex Lubin

Harriet Malinowitz, Retired Prof. of English, Long Island University, Brooklyn
Sean Malloy, Professor of History and Critical Race and Ethnic Studies, UC Merced
David L. Mandel, Human rights attorney

Cinthya Martinez

Tanya Marquette

Kellee Matsushita-Tseng

Helaine Meisler

Jennifer Mogannam, Assistant Professor, University of California, Santa Cruz

Arshad Mohammad

John Francis Mulligan
Fuifuilupe Niumeitolu, University of California, Santa Cruz
Edinna Obaseki

David Palumbo-Liu, Professor, Stanford University



Sherene H. Razack

Paula Rainey, POST

Dylan Rodriguez, Professor, University of California

Lisa Rofel, Jewish Voice for Peace

Jillian Rogin, Associate Professor, University of Windsor (Canada)

Andrew Ross, Professor of Social and Cultural Analysis, New York University
Reuben Roth, Professor Emeritus

Felicity Amaya Schaeffer, Critical Tace and Ethnic St, UCSC

Heike Schotten, Professor of Political Science, UMass Boston

Sarah Schulman

Sherene Seikaly, Associate Professor of History, UCSB

Lior Shamtiz, UC Santa Cruz

Kriti Sharma, University of California Santa Cruz

Susan Shawl, Member Jewish Voice for Peace, Bay Area Chapter
Sid Shniad, Founding member, Independent Jewish Voices Canada
Alexis Stern

Melissa F. Weiner, College of the Holy Cross

Laura Zucker



