Governor Gavin Newsom
1303 10th Street, Suite 1173
Sacramento, CA 95814

September 30, 2021

Re: VETO - AB 101 (Medina) — Ethnic Studies Graduation Requirement

Dear Honorable Governor Newsom,

We are 74 organizational supporters of the California Jewish community, who are
deeply concerned about the ethnic studies requirement bill, AB 101, and the
enormously harmful impact we believe it will have on Jewish students and the
Jewish community if it becomes law. We strongly urge you to VETO this bill.

Although AB 101 was recently amended to include language expressing the
Legislature’s intent that local educational agencies (LEAs) “not use the portions of
the draft model curriculum that were not adopted by the Instructional Quality
Commission due to concerns related to bias, bigotry, and discrimination,” the bill
does not, and by law cannot, prevent an LEA from adopting any part of the
inflammatory, overtly antisemitic first draft of the ESMC, or an even worse
version of that draft created by its authors and being vigorously pitched to LEAs as
the “Liberated” version. The first draft ESMC was opposed by 20,000 Californians,
virtually every Jewish organization in the state, and the Legislative Jewish Caucus,
whose members rightly warned that such a curriculum would “marginalize Jewish
students and fuel hatred and discrimination against the Jewish community.” You
were also appalled by the antisemitic first draft ESMC and vowed that it would
“never see the light of day.”

Alarmingly, however, there is compelling evidence to suggest that the antisemitic
first draft of the ESMC — or more likely, the more extreme “Liberated” version of
it -- will be adopted and implemented by many if not most school districts in the
state if AB 101 becomes law.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_LNvdDqJa0A-ougc9deePJ-XyB7JurNz/view
https://www.jweekly.com/2019/08/23/in-face-to-face-with-gov-newsom-strong-support-for-jewish-concerns/

Soon after the first draft of the ESMC was rejected, its authors launched a petition
demanding that education officials reverse their decision and adopt the first draft
as the state-mandated curriculum. Signatories on the petition included the
California Teachers Association and United Teachers of Los Angeles, a large
majority of UC and CSU ethnic studies departments and more than a dozen local
school districts.

More recently, the original draft’s authors established the for-profit Liberated
Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum Institute (LESMC) to further promote the main
elements of the rejected first draft and offer school districts their educational
expertise in implementing the “liberated” curriculum in their schools. While the
group has yet to publish their final curriculum, several webpages under the
heading “Preparing to Teach Palestine: A Toolkit” suggest the “liberated”
curriculum will be even more politicized, divisive and antisemitic than even the
first draft of the ESMC.

One webpage smears Israel with false charges of “settler colonialism” and
“apartheid” and uses classic antisemitic tropes of Jewish wealth and power to
vilify Jewish organizations speaking out about antisemitism; another encourages
teachers to “create a space within your school” to engage in anti-Zionist activism
and to fight the “Zionist backlash,” identified as “white supremacy”; and

a third offers “a few resources” that vilify Jewish organizations, promote anti-
Zionist groups calling for Israel’s destruction, and provide “skill-building” and
“training” on “how to start your own BDS campaigns.”

Endorsed by the state’s largest teachers’ unions as well as by ethnic studies
departments and faculty on CSU and UC campuses, the LESMC group has already
had success in promoting their “Liberated” curriculum and consulting services
throughout the state. For example:

« Hayward Unified announced its ethnic studies framework will be “informed
by and will include...the Liberated Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum.”

« The Santa Cruz County Office of Education announced a 5-session ethnic
studies series for teachers, counselors, and administrators, at which
“content will be developed in conjunction with the ... LESMC and will
include lesson planning examples and ideas.”

o The Jefferson Elementary School Board approved a contract for the
consulting services of an educator who is a member of the LESMC faculty.


http://www.liberatedethnicstudies.org/
http://www.liberatedethnicstudies.org/teach-palestine.html
http://www.liberatedethnicstudies.org/teach-palestine3.html
http://www.liberatedethnicstudies.org/teach-palestine5.html
https://uscpr.org/learn/togetherwerise/
https://www.husd.us/pf4/cms2/news_themed_display?id=1624611250631
https://santacruz.k12oms.org/929-207414
http://www.liberatedethnicstudies.org/
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SB_Meetings/ViewMeeting.aspx?S=36030269&MID=2342

« Salinas Unified School District approved a contract with an LESMC member
to design its ethnic studies course and provide consulting services.

o The Chair of San Diego Unified School District’s Ethnic Studies Advisory
Committee has described herself as “Lead Author for the Liberated Ethnic
Studies Model Curriculum Coalition,” and the Vice Chair of the committee,
who is also SDUSD’s Lead Ethnic Studies Teacher, is a member of the LESMC
“Leadership Team” and was lead writer for the rejected first draft of the
ESMC.

If AB 101 becomes law, hundreds of districts will have to quickly decide which
curriculum to adopt as the basis for the new requirement, and although the bill
encourages adoption of the SBE-approved ESMC, the reality is that many, if not
most, districts will prefer the highly problematic “Liberated” curriculum because
of its overwhelming support from major teachers’ unions and the higher
education community, as well as the successful efforts of the LESMC group to
create pathways for teacher training and professional development using their
antisemitic curriculum.

Especially now, as the recent conflict in the Middle East has spilled over into
vicious attacks on Jews all over the world, including in California, we believe a bill
that facilitates the widespread adoption of an overtly antisemitic curriculum in
fulfillment of the mandated graduation requirement directly threatens the safety
and well-being of Jewish students and the Jewish community.

The only way to ensure that such a curriculum will not make its way into the
majority of schools in the state is if this bill does not become law. We strongly
urge you to VETO AB 101.

Thank you for your leadership in these challenging times, and for ensuring

that all California students are provided a non-politicized, non-bigoted quality
education that helps them thrive in an ethnically diverse state, and sets them on
the path to success.

Sincerely,


https://go.boarddocs.com/ca/salinas/Board.nsf/files/C43NQB60D781/$file/Our%20Transformation%20of%20Education%20MOU%20.pdf
https://education.sdsu.edu/about/dei-ia/diversity/trish-gallagher-geurtsen-miguel-zavala-021821.pdf
http://www.liberatedethnicstudies.org/dr-guillermo-gomez.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/26/us/anti-semitism-attacks-violence.html
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-05-30/reaction-to-anti-semitic-attacks-in-los-angeles
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