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March 8, 2016 
 
 
Dear Board of Regents, 
  
We are 130 UC faculty, both Jewish and non-Jewish, who are appalled and frightened by the 
anti-Semitism that has been allowed to fester for far too long on our campuses.  
  
We are grateful for your leadership and commitment in this area.  Like us, you recognize the 
seriousness of this growing problem.  We commend you for rejecting the vague and overly-
broad initial Principles Against Intolerance proposal that would have done nothing to mitigate 
the anti-Semitic bigotry Jewish students currently face at UC, and for forming a task force to 
draft a statement with teeth.  We understand the new statement will be voted on at your next 
Regents meeting in March. We are writing to ask for your continued assistance in addressing 
this threat in a meaningful way. 
  
As firsthand witnesses to the growth of this scourge, we can tell you unequivocally that the rise 
in anti-Semitism largely stems from a lack of understanding of when healthy debate about 
Israel and the Middle East ends, and anti-Semitism begins. 
  
For example: 

 During a UC Santa Cruz student government meeting on a bill supporting Israel, 
members of Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP) were shouting “down with Israel” and 
then others chimed in “down with Jews.” 

 At UC Santa Barbara, stereotypical and demonizing statements of Jews were made 
during a vote to divest from Israel.  As one student reported, “I am disgusted by the 
normalization of anti-Semitic language so casually thrown around at the meeting.  In 
those eight hours, I was told that Jews control the government, that all Jews are rich, 
that Zionism is racism.” 

 Members of SJP at UC Santa Cruz protested in front of the Chabad rabbi’s house around 
the Jewish high holidays.  The Chabad rabbi is a religious figure on campus and not 
affiliated with any pro-Israel groups. 

 At UCLA and UCSC, Jewish members of student governments were questioned about 
their eligibility and credibility by members of anti-Zionist groups. 

 The appearance of swastikas and other anti-Jewish postings dramatically increase during 
divestment campaigns. 

o At UC Berkeley, “Zionists should be sent to the gas chamber” was scrawled on a 
university building in the wake of a student senate campaign to pressure the 
university to divest from American companies that do business with Israel. 



o At UCLA, “Hitler did nothing wrong” was carved into school property after a 
contentious BDS campaign. 

o At UC Davis, swastikas were spray-painted on a Jewish fraternity only days after 
fraternity brothers spoke against divesting from Israel. 

  

The vast majority of UC community members are not engaged in anti-Semitic behavior.  But our 

students need guidance.  They need to understand when healthy political debate crosses the 

line into anti-Jewish hatred, bigotry and discrimination, and when legitimate criticism of Israel 

devolves into denying Israel’s right to exist.   

  

For the revised Statement of Principles to make a meaningful difference for Jewish students, it 

must include language acknowledging that contemporary anti-Semitism is all too often 

expressed as anti-Zionism. 

  

We all want what’s best for UC – a safe and welcoming community for students of all different 

races, religions, countries and sexual preferences.  We all want to return our campus to one 

that respects and values diversity.  Thank you once again for your commitment and leadership. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

Alexander Shukolyukov, UC San Diego, Project Scientist, Geosciences Research Department 
Alexei A. Maradudin, UC Irvine, Research Professor, Physics and Astronomy 
Alvin D. Sokolow, UC Davis, Emeritus Cooperative Extension Specialist, Community Development 
Ami Berkowitz, UC San Diego, Professor Emeritus, Physics 
Amihai Glazer, UC Irvine, Professor, Economics 
Amina Harris, UC Davis, Staff, Robert Mondavi Institute of Wine and Food Science 
Andrew Lowy, UC San Diego, Professor, Surgery 
Andrew Viterbi, UC San Diego, Professor Emeritus, Electrical and Computer Engineering 
Arkady Kanevskya, UC Berkeley, Lecturer, Computer science 
Arnold Felsenfeld, UC Los Angeles, Professor Emeritus, Medicine 
Arnold Jacobson, UC San Francisco, Lecturer, Medicine 
Arthur Swislocki, UC Davis, Professor, Internal Medicine 
Barbara Weiser, MD, UC Davis, Professor Emeritus, Department of Medicine 
Bard Cosman, UC San Diego, Professor, Surgery 
Barry A. Weissman, UC Los Angeles, Emeritus Professor, Ophthalmology 
Baruch Kuppermann, UC Irvine, Professor, Ophthalmology 
Ben Simon, UC Los Angeles, Professor, Chemistry and Biochemistry 
Boaz Arzi, UC Davis, Assistant Professor, School of Veterinary Medicine 
Brian Kaye, UC San Francisco, Clinical Professor, Medicine 
Burton Willis, MD, UC Irvine, Clinical Professor of Pediatrics, Medicine 
Cassandra Langer, MD, UC Santa Cruz, Associate Professor, Art, Theory, Criticism 



Daniel Cole, MD MPH, UC Los Angeles, Associate Professor, Medicine 
Daniel J.B. Mitchell, UC Los Angeles, Professor-Emeritus, Luskin School & Anderson School 
Daniel Neuhauser, UC Los Angeles, Professor, Chemistry 
David Feifel, UC San Diego, Professor, Psychiatry 
David H. Gershuni, UC San Diego, Professor Emeritus, Orthopedic Surgery 
David Kliger, UC Santa Cruz, Professor, Chemistry and Biochemistry 
David Savar, MD, UC Los Angeles, Associate Professor, Ophthalmology 
Dvora Cyrlak, UC Irvine, Clinical Professor, Recalled, Radiological Sciences, School of Medicine 
Ehud Greenspan, UC Berkeley, Professor of the Graduate School, Nuclear Engineering 
Elaine S. Meyers, UC Los Angeles, Lecturer, UCLA Medical School 
Eli Yablonovitch, UC Berkeley, Professor, EECS 
Elijah Polak, UC Berkeley, Professor Emeritus, EECS 
Emnuel Epstein, UC Davis, Professor Emeritus, Land, Air and Water Resources 
Eric Gans, UC Los Angeles, Distinguished Professor, Emeritus, French & Francophone Studies 
Eugene Lubarsky, UC Irvine, Principal Research Engineer, Aerospace Engineering 
Eyal Raz, UC San Diego, Professor, Medicine 
Ezra Cohen, UC San Diego, Professor, Medicine 
Flor Feldman, UC Berkeley, Instructor UC Berkeley Extension, Mathematics 
Gabriel Vorobiof, UC Los Angeles, Associate Professor, Medicine (Cardiology) 
Gary Fouse, UC Irvine, Adjunct teacher, Extension 
H. R. Kaback, MD, UC Los Angeles, Professor, Physiology 
Harry Pellman, UC Irvine, Clinical Professor, Pediatrics 
Harvey K. Rosenbaum, UC Los Angeles, Health Sciences Professor, Anesthesiology 
Haydee Ojeda-Fournier, UC San Diego, Associate Professor, Radiology 
Hilary Simon, UC San Diego, X-ray Technologist, Breast Imaging 
Howard Taras, MD, UC San Diego, Professor, Pediatrics 
Howard Tenenbaum, MD, UC Berkeley, Professor, Dentistry Medicine 
Ilan Benjamin, UC Santa Cruz, Professor, Chemistry and Biochemistry 
Ira H. Monosson, MD, UC Los Angeles, Assistant Clinical Professor (Retired), Medicine/Family 
Medicine 
Ivan K. Schuller, UC San Diego, Professor, Physics 
Jack F. Kirsch, UC Berkeley, Professor of the Graduate School, MCB and Chemistry 
Jason Sicklick, UC San Diego, Assistant Professor, Surgery 
Jay Rosenheim, UC Davis, Professor, Entomology and Nematology 
Jeffrey Jacobs, UC Los Angeles, Psychologist, Education 
Jon Schuller, UC Santa Barbara, Professor, Electrical and Computer Engineering 
Joseph Englanof, MD, UC Los Angeles, Assistant Clinical Professor of Medicine and Emergency 
Medicine, Department of Medicine 
Joseph Witztum, UC San Diego, Professor, Medicine 
Judea Pearl, UC Los Angeles, Chancellor's Professor, Computer Science 
Judith Deutsch, UC Los Angeles, Past Senior Associate Director of Development, External 
Affairs/Medical Sciences Development 
Julien Hoffman, UC San Francisco, Professor Emeritus, Pediatrics 
Karen Fox-Asraf, UC Irvine, Lecturer (Retired), International Programs 
Ken Green, UC Los Angeles, Emeritus Extension, Law 
Larry Yelowitz, UC Irvine, Professor, Computer Science 
Lawrence Margolis, UC San Francisco, Professor Emeritus, Radiation Oncology 
Leeka Kheifets, UC Los Angeles, Professor, Epidemiolgy, SCPH 



Leslie D. Plack, DMD, UC San Francisco, Asst. Clinical Professor, VCF, Preventive and Restorative 
Dental Services 
Linda Daniels, UC San Diego, Adjunct Emeritus, Psychiatry 
Linnea Hannigan, UC Irvine, Instructor, UCI Extension 
Lisa Gerrard, UC Los Angeles, Lecturer, UCLA Writing Programs 
Louis Bouchard, UC Los Angeles, Professor, Chemistry and Biochemistry 
Marc Lerner, UC Irvine, Clinical Professor, Pediatrics 
Marci Reiss, UC San Diego, Lecturer, Medicine 
Melvin Scheinman, UC San Francisco, Professor, Medicine 
Michael Kapovich, UC Davis, Professor, Mathematics 
Michael M. Kaback MD, UC San Diego, Professor Emeritus, Pediatrics and Reproductive Medicine 
Michael Singer, UC Davis, Emeritus, Land, Air and Water Resources 
Morris Wechsler, UC San Diego, Professor, Oral Medicine 
Morton Denn, UC Berkeley, Professor Emeritus, Chemical Engineering 
Myles Abbott, MD, UC San Francisco, Clinical Professor, Pediatrics 
Nathan Kuppermann, UC Davis, Professor, Emergency Medicine 
Neal R. Swerdlow, UC San Diego, Professor, Psychiatry 
Neil Levine, UC San Diego, assistant professor of medicine, school of medicine 
Nicole Glaser, UC Davis, Professor, Pediatrics 
Nora Laiken, PhD, UC San Diego, Lecturer, Medicine and Pharmacology 
Norma Feshbach, UC Los Angeles, Retired Chair, Interim Dean, Professor Graduate School of 
Education & I.S. 
Norma Landau, UC Davis, Professor Emerita, History 
Pamela Cosman, UC San Diego, Professor and Associate Dean, Electrical and Computer Engineering 
Paul J. Feldstein, UC Irvine, Professor Emeritus, School of Business 
Phil Mader, UC Berkeley, Professor Emeritus, English 
Philip Lubin, UC Santa Barbara, Professor, Physics 
Pnina Feldman, UC Berkeley, Assistant Professor, Haas School of Business 
Ralph Brindis, MD MPH, UC San Francisco, Clinical Professor, Medicine-Cardiology 
Ralph S. Lachman, MD, UC Los Angeles, Professor Emeritus, Radiology & Pediatrics 
Raphael Levinr, UC Los Angeles, Professor, Chemistry 
Razelle Kurzrock, UC San Diego, Professor, Hematology Oncology 
Rennie Gabriel, CLU, CFP, UC Los Angeles, Instructor, Business and Management -Extension 
Richard Walter, UC Los Angeles, Professor, Associate Dean, Film/TV/Digital Media 
Rick Kornfeld, UC San Diego, Jacobs School of Engineering Council of Advisors, Engineering 
Robert Zeiger, UC San Diego, Clinical Professor, Pediatrics 
Robin Morris, UC Santa Cruz, Associate Adjunct Professor, Applied Math and Statistics 
Robin Steinberg Epstein, UC Irvine, Professor, College of Medicine 
Russ Kino, UC Los Angeles, Assistant Professor, Medicine 
Ruth Covell, MD, UC San Diego, Associate Dean Emerita and Cl. Prof, Family Medicine and Public 
Health 
S. C. Bondy, UC Irvine, Professor, Medicine 
Samuel I. Fink, M.D., UC Los Angeles, Associate Clinical Professor, Medicine 
Sarale Cohen, UC Los Angeles, Professor Emeritus, Department of Pediatrics, Medical School 
Saul Levine, MD, UC San Diego, Professor Emeritus, Psychiatry 
Sheldon Rothblatt, UC Berkeley, Prof Emeritus, History 
Sheldon Wolf, UC Los Angeles, Professor, Neurology 
Shimon Weiss, UC Los Angeles, Professor, Chemistry & Biochemistry 



Shirley R. Braus, UC Irvine, Instructor, UCI Extension 
Sonia Ancoli-Israel, UC San Diego, Professor emeritus, Psychiatry 
Stanley Brandes, UC Berkeley, Professor, Anthropology 
Stanley Messer, UC Santa Barbara, Professor, Clinical Psychology 
Stephen Baird, MD, UC San Diego, Professor Emeritus, Pathology, UCSD School of Medicine 
Stephen D White, UC Davis, Professor, Vet Medicine, Medicine & Epidemiology 
Stephen E. Segal, UC San Diego, Healthcare, School of Pharmacy 
Steve Tadelis, UC Berkeley, Professor, Haas School of Business 
Steven B. Raffin, MD, FAP, UC San Francisco, Associate Clinical Professor of Medicine, Medical 
School  
Steven Schwartz, UC Los Angeles, Assistant Professor, Orthopedic Surgery 
Steven Weinbaum, UC Davis, Professor Emeritus, Plant sciences 
Susana Winkel, UC Berkeley, Professor, Clinical Sciences 
Svetlana Jitomirskaya, UC Irvine, Professor, Mathematics 
Tammi Benjamin, UC Santa Cruz, Lecturer, Languages 
Vladimir Mandelshtam, UC Irvine, Professor, Chemistry 
William I. Newman, UC Los Angeles, Professor, Earth, Planetary, and Space Sciences 
Yehuda Bock, UC San Diego, Distinguished Researcher, Scripps Institution of Oceanography 
Yitzhak Tor, UC San Diego, Professor, Chemistry and Biochemistry 
Zev bar-Lev, UC San Diego, Professor Emeritus, Linguistics 


