
Divest from the 
israeli occupation
We are participants and investors in tiaa-cref funds who are deeply concerned that tiaa-
cref invests in many companies that profit from israel’s occupation of the Gaza strip  
and the West Bank, including east Jerusalem. some of these companies provide weapons 
and covert surveillance supplies that maintain the occupation by force. others take or  
exploit palestinian resources, including scarce water and even the land itself. all are profiting 
from israel’s violations of international law and international human rights standards.

some examples:

caterpillar profits from the destruction of palestinian homes and the uprooting of 
palestinian orchards by supplying the armor-plated and weaponized bulldozers that  
are used for such demolition work.

veolia profits from the construction and expansion of illegal Jewish-only settlements 
by operating a landfill in the West Bank, exploiting palestinian natural resources to  
serve the settlements, and by contracting for the future operation of an illegal light rail  
system connecting these settlements with Jerusalem.

northrop Grumman profits from the production of parts for the apache helicopters 
and f-16 aircrafts used by israel against civilians in Gaza during israel’s 2008-09 assault.

elBit profits from the confiscation of palestinian land by providing surveillance 
equipment that is mounted on the separation Wall, which was declared unlawful by  
the international court of Justice.

motorola profits from israel’s control of the palestinian population by providing 
surveillance systems around israeli settlements, checkpoints, and military camps  
in the West Bank, as well as communication systems to the israeli army and  
West Bank settlers.

While the specific companies held change over time, tiaa-cref’s investment criteria do not  
screen out such investments, which are incompatible with our values and with corporate  
social responsibility.

out of commitment to equality, freedom and international law, we therefore urgently request that:

tiaa-cref divest from companies that:

• Directly profit from or contribute to the israeli occupation of the Gaza strip and the  
West Bank, including east Jerusalem.

• provide products or services that contribute to the construction and maintenance of  
israeli settlements and/or the separation Wall, both of which are illegal under  
international law.

• provide products or services that contribute to or enable violent acts that  
target civilians.

tiaa-cref establish investment criteria to exclude any such companies in the future.

for almost 100 years, tiaa-cref has striven to provide financial services for the greater good, helping those of  
us in the academic, medical, cultural, and research fields to plan for and live in retirement. please help us invest 
the fruit of our labor and enjoy our retirement in good conscience.

www.jewishvoiceforpeace.org
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Endorsers* and Supporters
(institutional affiliation for identification purposes only)

* TIAA-CREF participant

Udi Aloni, Israeli American filmmaker and author, JVP Advisory Board member

*Rabbi Rebecca T. Alpert, Associate Professor of Religion, Temple University, 
Philadelphia

Huwaida Arraf, Co-founder, International Solidarity Movement; Chairperson/
Organizer, Free Gaza Movement; human rights attorney

Rabbi Leonard I. Beerman, Los Angeles, CA

*Joel Beinin, Donald J. McLachlan Professor of History, Stanford University

George Bisharat, Professor of Law, Hastings College of the Law

*Lila Braine, Professor Emerita, Barnard College, Columbia University

Judith Butler, Maxine Elliott Professor in Rhetoric and Comparative Literature, 
University of California, Berkeley and JVP Advisory Board Member

*Leslie Cagan, founder and former coordinator of United for Peace and Justice

Debra Chasnoff, filmmaker, Oscar winner, JVP Advisory Board member

Noam Chomsky, Institute Professor, MIT, JVP Advisory Board member

*Juan R.I. Cole, Richard P. Mitchell Collegiate Professor of History, University of 
Michigan and publisher of the blog “Informed Consent”

*Richard Falk, Albert G. Milbank Professor International Law, Princeton University

Rabbi Michael Feinberg, New York, NY

Norman Finkelstein, writer and lecturer

*William Fletcher, Jr., Editorial Board member, BlackCommentator.com

*Rabbi Everett Gendler, Emeritus, Phillips Academy, Andover, MA; Emeritus, 
Temple Emanuel, Lowell, MA

David Gespass, Attorney and President, National Lawyers Guild

Ronnie Gilbert, Songtalker, member of the Weavers, JVP Advisory Board member

Rabbi Lynn Gottlieb, Founder of Shomer Shalom Institute for Jewish Nonviolence 
and JVP Advisory Board member

Rabbi Julie Greenberg, Philadelphia, PA

*Jeff Halper, Director of the Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions and 
Associate Professor of Anthropology

Richard M. Harter, Immediate Past President, Mass Council of Churches

*Ed Herman, Professor of Finance, Emeritus, Wharton School, University of 
Pennsylvania

Nadia Hijab, author, columnist, and human rights advocate

Adam Hochschild, Writer and JVP Advisory Board Member
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Rabbi Linda J. Holtzman, Philadelphia, PA

Rabbi Margaret Holub, Albion, CA

Invincible, hip hop artist and activist

Abdeen Jabara, attorney, past president, Arab-American Anti-Discrimination 
Committee

*Melanie Kaye/Kantrowitz, author and JVP Advisory Board member

*Duncan Kennedy, Professor Harvard Law School

Naomi Klein, journalist, columnist and author, JVP Advisory Board member

*Rabbi Rebecca Lillian, Chicago, IL

*Marilyn Kleinberg Neimark, Professor Emerita, Accountancy, Baruch College, City 
University of NY

*Robert V. Lange, Associate Professor Department of Physics, Emeritus, Brandeis 
University

Aurora Levins Morales, writer and JVP Advisory Board member

David A. Love, Executive Editor, BlackCommentator.com

*Saree Makdisi, Professor of English, UCLA

*Joseph Massad, Associate Professor

Rev. Thomas Massaro, SJ, Professor of Moral Theology, Boston College School of 
Theology and Ministry

*Robert Peterson, MD, Associate Professor in Ophthalmology, Harvard Medical 
School and Senior Associate in Ophthalmology, Children’s Hospital

*Michael Ratner, President, Center for Constitutional Rights and Professor, JVP 
Advisory Board member

Rabbi Brant Rosen, Co-Founder, Ta’anit Tzedek - Jewish Fast for Gaza

*Sarah Schulman, Author and Professor of English, City University of New York 
College of Staten Island

Wallace Shawn, author, actor, JVP Advisory Board member

*Andrea Smith, Professor of Media and Cultural Studies, UC Riverside

Norman Solomon, Author, “War Made Easy: How Presidents and Pundits Keep 
Spinning Us to Death”

Rabbi Brian Walt, Emeritus, Congregation Mishkan Shalom, Philadelphia, Co-
Founder, Taanit Tzedek - Jewish Fast for Gaza

*Walter Willett, Professor of Epidemiology and Nutrition, Harvard School of Public 
Health

Rabbi Alissa Wise, New York, NY

*John Womack,Jr., Robert Woods Bliss Professor of Latin American History and 
Economics, Emeritus, Harvard University

*Dorothy Zellner, Jews Say No, veteran civil rights activist
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Mohammed Abed, Assistant Professor of Philosophy, UC-Los 
Angeles

Rutie Adler, Coordinator Hebrew language Program, UC Berkeley

*Ammiel Alcalay, Professor Classical, Middle Eastern and Asian 
Languages and Cultures, Queens College and Professor English, 
CUNY Graduate Center

*Kelly Anderson, Associate Professor, Film and Media Studies, 
Hunter College, CUNY

Robert Anderson, Political Science Instructor

*Tom Angotti, Professor, Urban Affairs and Planning Hunter 
College (CUNY)

*Clarissa Atkinson, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, Retired, 
Harvard Divinity School

*Asma Barlas, Professor

*Elizabeth Barlow, Co-founder, Friends of Sabeel-North America; 
FOSNA steering committee member; Coordinator, FOSNA (retired)

Floyd Barrett, Retired Teacher

*Sherna Berger Gluck, Emerita faculty, California State University, 
Long Beach

*Allen Bergson, Psychoanalyst in private practice

*Deirdre Bergson, Writer, retired teacher

*Norman Birnbaum, University Professor Emeritus, Georgetown 
University Law Center, Washington DC

*Dr. Benay Blend, Professor 

*Chana Bloch, Professor of English and Creative Writing, Mills 
College

Audrey Bomse, National Lawyers Guild, International Law 
Committee; Legal Coordinator, Free Gaza Movement

*Renate Bridenthal, Professor Department of History, Emerita, 
Brooklyn College, City University of NY

*Karen Brodkin, Professor Emerita, UCLA Anthropology and 
Women’s Studies

*Sylvain Bromberger, Professor of Philosophy, Emeritus, MIT

*Michael E. Brown, Professor of Sociology, Northeastern 
University

*William J. Bruehl, PhD, Professor Emeritus of Theatre Arts 
University at Stony Brook

*Mary Baine Campbell, Professor of English, Brandeis University

*Dr. Ellen Cantarow, Ph.D. Harvard GSAS 1971

*Sheila Carapico, Professor of Political Science and International 
Studies, University of Richmond

Rev. Dr. Victor Carpenter, Minister Emeritus Belmont Unitarian 
Congregation

*Michael Cassidy, Professor, Dept of Civil & Environmental 
Engineering, University of California, Berkeley

*Courtney Borden Cazden, Professor Harvard Graduate School of 
Education, Emerita

*Margaret Cerullo, Professor of Sociology and Feminist Studies, 
Hampshire College

*Mitch Cherniack, Associate Professor of Computer Science, 
Brandeis University

Kathleen Christison, Author

*Richard Clapp, Professor Environmental Health, Boston 
University

*Joshua Clover, Professor English Literature, UC Davis

*Sherdena D. Cofield, Assistant Dean for Academic Programs and 
Diversity, Simmons School of Social Work

*Jeff Cohen, Associate Professor of Journalism, Ithaca College, 
founder of FAIR

Joshua Cohen, Professor Political Science, Philosophy and Law, 
Stanford University

*Mardge Cohen, MD, Professor of Medicine, Rush University

Marjorie Cohn, “Professor, International Human Rights Law, 
Thomas Jefferson School of Law; Deputy Secretary General for 
External Communications, International Association of Democratic 
Lawyers

*Reyes Coll-Tellechea, Associate Professor of Hispanic Studies, 
University of Massachusetts, Boston

*Jeff Colledge, Teacher

*Francine Cronshaw, Associate Research Professor, UNM

*Mildred Cunningham, Attorney, retired

*Robert Cunningham, Professor of Political Science, Emeritus, 
University of Tennessee Knoxville

*Emily Dalgarno, Professor, Department of English, Emerita, 
Boston University

*Beverly Ann Davenport, Assistant Professor Anthropology, 
University of North Texas

*James Davis, Associate Professor of English, Brooklyn College, 
City University of NY

*Michael Dawson, John D. MacArthur Professor of Political 
Science, University of Chicago

Christine Desan, Professor of Law, Harvard Law School

*Mary M. Donahue, Professor Emerita Library Department, 
Mansfield University

*Ian Duncan, Professor of English, UC Berkeley

Geoff Eley, Geoff Eley, Karl Pohrt Distinguished University 
Professor of Contemporary History, University of Michigan

Rami Elhanan, Parents Circle-Family Forum, JVP Advisory Board 
member

*Nada Elia, Antioch University-Seattle

*Jean M. Entine, JVP Board of Directors

*Dr. Richard L. Epstein, Doctor

Noura Erakat, Human rights attorney and Adjunct Professor, 
Georgetown University

*Susan Ervin-Tripp, Professor of Psychology, Emeritus, University 
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of California, Berkeley 

*Alan Feigenberg, Professor of Architecture, City College of NY

*Gordon Fellman, Prof. of Sociology and Chair Peace, Conflict, 
and Coexistence Studies

*Elizabeth Emma Ferry, Associate Professor of Anthropology, 
Brandeis University

David Finkel, Managing Editor, Against the Current

*Charles Fisher, Professor Sociology, Emeritus, Brandeis 
University

Jama Fisk, Attorney Poverty Law

*Ann Fleck-Henderson, Professor Emerita, Simmons School of 
Social Work

Rich Forer, Author

Manzar Foroohar, History Professor, California Polytechnic State 
University (Cal Poly), San Luis Obispo, CA

*Marilyn Frankenstein, Professor College of Public and 
Community Service, U MA. Boston

*Estelle Freedman, Department of History, Stanford University

*Linda Gardiner, Former Editor in Chief, The Women’s Review of 
Books, Wellesley College

*Irene Gendzier, Professor, Department of Political Science, 
Boston University

Frances Geteles, Professor SEEK Department, Emerita , City 
College of New York

*David Gil, Professor Social Policy, Heller School of Social Policy 
and Management, Brandeis University

*Ayesha E. Gill, Ph.D., Former Asst. Prof. of Genetics, Biology 
Dep. UCLA

*Jude Glaubman, Artist and Writer

*Rose Glickman, Visiting Scholar, Institute of Slavic, East 
European, and Eurasian Studies

*Tami Gold, Filmmaker/Professor-PSC CUNY Hunter College 
Chapter Chair

Bluma Goldstein, Professor German Department, Emerita, UC 
Berkeley

William Goodman, Civil rights attorney

*Becky Gordon, Teacher

Joel Gordon, Professor of Middle Eastern History

*Deborah Gould, Assistant Professor of Sociology, UC Santa Cruz

*Peter Gran, Professor of Middle East History, Temple University

Allen Graubard, Special assistant to the Provost, Retired, 
University of MA, Lowell

*David Gullette, Professor of English, Emeritus, Simmons College

*Rich Gurney, Associate Professor Department of Chemistry, 
Simmons College

*Andrew Paul Gutierrez, Professor Emeritus of Ecosystem 

Science, University of California, Berkeley

Jeff Haas, Human Rights Lawyer and author

*Marilyn Hacker, Emerita, Professor Of English, City College of NY 
and Professor of French, CUNY Graduate Center

Christian Haesemeyer, Associate Professor, Dept. of Mathematics, 
UCLA

Sondra Hale, Professor, Anthropology and Women’s Studies, 
UCLA

Stanley Handmaker, PhD., MD, Professor Emeritus of Pediatrics 
and Psychiatry UNM School of Medicine

*Robert Harper, Professor of Computer Science, Carnegie Mellon 
University

Janice Hart, Retired Teacher

*Barbara Harvey, Attorney; Board of Directors, Association for 
Union Democracy; former member, JVP Board of Directors; former 
Legal Director, ACLU of Michigan

*Inez Hedges, Professor of French, German and Cinema Studies

*Irva Hertz-Picciotto, Professor and Chief, Division of 
Environmental and Occupational Health, Department of Public 
Health Sciences, UC Davis

*Maya Honda, Associate Professor, Human Development 
Department, Wheelock College

Stan M. Hordes, PhD, Consulting Historian

*Ruth Hubbard, Professor of Biology, Emerita, Harvard University

Katherine Hughes-Fraitekh, Member, NM BDS Campaign

Julie Hurwitz, Civil rights attorney; vice president, National 
Lawyers Guild Michigan chapter

Jean Jackson, Professor of Anthropology, MIT

*Anne Janowitz, Professor of Romantic Poetry, Queen Mary, 
University of London

*Hubert E. Jones, Dean Emeritus, Boston University School of 
Social Work

Suad Joseph, Professor of Anthropology and Women and Gender 
Studies, UC Davis

Louis Kampf, Prof. of Literature,Emeritus

*Amy Kaplan, Professor of English, University of Pennsylvania

*Zayn Kassam, Professor, Pomona College

*Robin D. G. Kelley, PhD, Professor of History, University of 
Southern California

Iris Keltz, Retired Teacher and Author

Jonathan King, Professor Molecular Biology, MIT

Paul Kinzelman, Consulting Engineer and Pilot

*Karen Klein,MD, Pediatrician, Harvard Vanguard Medical 
Association

*Avery Kolers, Associate Professor of Philosophy, University of 
Louisville
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*Joel Kovel, Retired Distinguished Professor of Social Studies, 
Bard College

Nancy Kricorian, author and Code Pink activist

Larry Kronen, Attorney Children’s Civil Rights

James Lafferty, Attorney and Exec. Dir., National Lawyers Guild/
Los Angeles

*Mark Lance, Professor Of Philosophy, Georgetown University

*Paul Lauter, Chair, English Department and Allan K and 
Gwendolyn Miles Smith Professor of Literature, Trinity College

*Mary Layoun, Professor of Comparative Literature, University of 
Wisconsin, Madison

*James Marc Leas, Patent attorney

Gloria Lee, Associate Professor and Assistant Chair for Design, 
College of Fine Art, University of Texas at Austin

*Wayne Lencer, MD, Professor of Pediatrics, Harvard Medical 
School

*Dr. Deborah Levenson, Associate Professor of History, Boston 
College

*Joseph Levine, Professor of Philosophy, U Mass Amherst

Mark Levine, Professor of History, UC Irvine and author of Heavy 
Metal Islam

*Richard Levins, Professor, Harvard School of Public Health

*Richard Lewontin, Agassiz Research Professor in Organic and 
Evolutionary Biology, Harvard University

*David Lloyd, Professor of English, University of Southern 
California

Zachary Lockman, Professor Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies, 
New York University

*John M. Lowe, Director and Associate Professor Graduate 
Program in Health Care Administration, Simmons College

Alex Lubin, American Studies Professor, University of New Mexico

*M. Brinton Lykes, Professor of Community-Cultural Psychology; 
Associate Director, Center for Human Rights and International 
Justice; Chair, Counselling, Developmental and Educational 
Psychology Department, Boston College

*Art MacEwan, Professor of Economics Emeritus, University of 
Massachusetts Boston 

*Samer Madanat, Professor, UC Berkeley

*Frinde Maher, Professor Emerita, Education Department, 
Wheaton College, MA and Resident Scholar, Women’s Studies 
Research Center, Brandeis

*Joan Mahoney, Professor Emeritus, Wayne State University Law 
School

*Harry Mairson, Professor of Computer Science, Brandeis 
University

*Lisa Markowitz, University of Louisville

*Reverend Joan Martin, Associate Professor Christian Social 
Ethics, Episcopal Divinity School

*Khaled Mattawa, Associate Professor of English, University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor

*Julie Matthaei, Prof. Of Economics

*Todd May, Professor of Philosophy, Clemson University

Rela Mazali, Author, co-founder of New Profile, JVP Advisory 
Board member

*Melani McAlister, Associate Professor of American Studies, 
George Washington University

*Robert W. McChesney, Professor Department of Communication, 
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

Donald K. McInnes, President, Unitarian Universalists for Justice 
in the Middle East

*Roger McNew, Administrator

*Brinkley Messick, Professor, Anthropology Department, Columbia 
University

*Catherine M. Mooney, Associate Professor of Church History, 
Boston College Scholl of Theology and Ministry

Nancy Murray, Ph.D, Boston Coalition for Palestinian Rights

*Ken Nakayama, Edgar Pierce Professor of Psychology

*Dr. Marcy Newman, Associate Professor of English, Amman 
Ahliyya University

*Mary Nolan, Professor, Department of History, NYU

*Ann Norton, Professor of Political Science, University of 
Pennsylvannia

*Dr. Kathleen O’Malley, Psychotherapist

Wayne O’Neil, Professor of Linguistics, MIT

Hilton Obenzinger, Stanford University

*Richard Ohmann, Professor of English, Emeritus, Wesleyan 
University

*Margo Okazawa-Rey, Professor Emerita, San Francisco State 
University

*Priscilla Older, Retired Associate Professor, Library Department, 
Mansfield University of PA

*Bertell Ollman, Professor Department of Politics, New York 
University

*Roger Owen, Professor of History, Harvard University

Jeanne Pahls, Teacher

*Laurie Palmer, Associate Professor and Chair, Sculpture - School 
of the Art Institute of Chicago

*Les Perelman, Director of Writing Across the Curriculum, Program 
in Writing and Humanistic Studies, MIT

*Ivette Perfecto, George W. Pack Professor of Natural Resources 
and Environment, University of Michigan

*Tova Perlmutter, JVP Board of Directors

Marlene Perrotte, Sister of Mercy

*Rosalind Petchesky, Distinguished Professor, Political Science 
Hunter College CUNY
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*Veronica Peterson, MD, Instructor in Pediatrics, Emeritus, 
Harvard Medical School

*Barry Phillips, Professor (ret.) College of Public and Community 
Service, U. Mass. Boston

*Henri Picciotto, Math Department Chair, The Urban School of 
San Francisco, and former Chair, JVP Board of Directors

*Frances Piven, Distinguished Professor Of Political Science and 
Sociology, CUNY

*Aneil Rallin, Associate Professor of Rhetoric and Writing Studies, 
Soka University

*Louis F. Reichardt, Professor, UCSF

*tammy ko Robinson, Assistant Professor, San Francisco Art 
Institute

*Eleanor Roffman, Professor Counseling Psychology and Director 
of Field Training, Lesley University

Matthew Ross, Attorney, National Lawyers Guild

*Brad Roth, Associate Professor of Political Science and Law, 
Wayne State University

*Alice Rothchild, MD, Assistant Professor Obstetrics, Gynecology 
and Reproductive Biology, Faculty of Medicine, Harvard 
University, author of “Broken Promises, Broken Dreams: Stories of 
Jewish and Palestinian Trauma and Resilience”

Lori Helene Rudolph, PhD, Assistant Professor of Counseling and 
Women Studies, New Mexico Highlands University

*Nancy M. Ryan, Former Assistant Professor, Staten Island 
Community College, CUNY

*Amr Sabry, Professor of Informatics and Computing, Indiana 
University

*Leslie Salzinger, Associate Professor of Sociology, Boston 
College

*James Schamus, Professor, Columbia University

*Gordon Schiff, MD, Associate Professor of Medicine, Harvard 
Medical School 

*Gabriel Matthew Schivone, Coordinator, Jewish Voice for Peace, 
University of Arizona

*C. Heike Schotten, Assistant Professor of Political Science, 
University of Massachusetts Boston

*S. Daniel Schwartz, M.A., M.P.H., Lecturer in Environmental 
Sociology

*Elaine G. Schwartz, Ph.D., Writer

*David Schwartzman, Professor of Biology, Howard University

*Paul Seaver, Emeritus Professor, Stanford University

*Evalyn F Segal, Professor Emerita, Department of Psychology, 
San Diego State

Adam Shapiro, Documentary filmmaker and human rights activist

*Gregory Sholette, Assistant Professor CUNY

*Ira Shor, Professor of English, City Univ. of NY Graduate Center

*Vaughn Sills, Associate Professor of Photography, Simmons 

College

*Jeffrey Skoller, Associate Professor, Film Studies, UC Berkeley

*Saul Slapikoff, Tufts University, Associate Professor of American 
Studies and Biology, Emeritus

*Craig Slatin, Associate Professor and Chair Department of 
Community Health and Sustainability and Co-Director, Center for 
Health Promotion research, University of Massachusetts – Lowell

*Danny Sleator, Professor of Computer Science, Carnegie Mellon 
University

*Susan Slyomovics, Professor of Anthropology, UCLA

*Carol Smith, Associate Professor SEEK Department, City College 
of NY (retired)

Melinda Smith, Consultant (United Nations)

*Dean Spade, Assistant Professor, Seattle University School of 
Law

*Dr. Eve Spangler, Boston College and American Jews for a Just 
Peace

*Alice Stek, MD, Assistant Professor of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology, University of Southern California School of Medicine, 
Los Angeles

Sally Alice Thompson, Activist and Author

*Robert L. Tignor, Rosengarten Professor of Modern and 
Contemporary History, Emeritus, Princeton University

*Chris Tilly, Professor of Urban Planning, UCLA

*Chris Toensing, Editor, MERIP

*Wanda Torres Gregory, Professor of Philosophy and Chair 
Philosophy Department, Simmons College

*Judith E. Tucker, Professor of History, Georgetown University

*John Vandermeer, Asa Gray Distinguished University Professor of 
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Michigan

*Martha Vicinus, Professor Department of English, University of 
Michigan

*Robert Vitalis, Department of Political Science, University of 
Pennsylvania

*Victor Wallis, Professor of Liberal Arts,Berkelee College of Music

*Lisa Wedeen, Professor of Political Science, The University of 
Chicago

Noga Wizansky, Assistant Director, National Resource Center for 
Western European Studies, UC Berkeley

*Katherine Yih, Lecturer, Harvard Medical School


