BDS Campaigns and Antisemitism

Boycott, divestment and sanctions (BDS) campaigns were established in response to the 2005 Palestinian political call to join the BDS movement against Israel, whose purpose was to facilitate the elimination of the Jewish state. BDS campaigns are not only rooted in a movement which denies Jews their right to self-determination, they employ rhetoric which demonizes and delegitimizes Israel by falsely labeling it “apartheid” and “racist” and falsely accusing it of engaging in “ethnic cleansing” and “genocide.”   

Over the last several years, college and university campuses across America have seen a proliferation of antisemitic student and faculty-sponsored BDS campaigns.  These include efforts by Muslim and pro-Palestinian student groups to demand that their universities divest all funds from companies that do business with Israel, as well as faculty efforts to boycott Israeli universities and scholars.  

Campus-based BDS campaigns are often accompanied by talks, rallies and exhibits containing antisemitic imagery, rhetoric, and action, which in turn contribute to a hostile environment for Jewish students who identify with the Jewish state. 
