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e R S, S A
ians (as they came to be called) fled to other Arab lands: pally
the West Bank, Jordan, Gaza Strip, Syria and Lebanon—and, as in the pictures above,
Israelis established settlements, on exactly the same spots where Arab villages had stood. 14

Following Israel’s declaration of independence in May, 1948, a war started between Arabs and the Jews trying to
establish the state of Israel.

The 1948 Arab-Israeli War, known by the Israelis predominantly as the War of Independence and War of Liberation and by
Palestinians as the Catastrophe (Arabic: al Nakba), resulted in a land grab by Israel, which expropriated considerably
more land than had been apportioned to it under the partition. While in 1945, 85% of arable land in Palestine had
belonged to Arabs, by 1949, only 6% of the land was occupied by Arabs. Israelis used to claim that the Palestinians left
their properties on their own accord, but historians now generally agree that the Palestinians were expelled. 8,9

During the 1947-48 war, nearly 700,000 Arabs left due to fear, deception and propaganda. They were displaced and their
villages were destroyed. More than 60 percent of the total Palestinian population was expelled. “More than 530
Palestinian villages were depopulated and completely destroyed” 10,15
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Map on the left shows graphically where refugees fled and
the map on the right shows each village and when it was depopulated.
Click on ether map to enlarge and examine.

Examples of the Expulsion of Palestinians

Golda Meir was reported to say in 1948 regarding the city of Haifa:

‘ .-l &7
“It is a dreadful thing to see the dead city. | found next to the port children, women, the old, waiting for a way to leave. | entered
the houses, there were houses where coffee and pitot left on the table. | could not avoid thinking that this indeed had been the
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Palestinian Refugees

Current estimates put the Palestinian refugee count at 6 million people. Some of these reside in Gaza, the West Bank, Jordan,
Lebanon and Syria. Since 1948, the World Community has recognized the Right of Return to Palestine under the U.N. Resolution
194.

However, Israel has created its own laws concerning the Right of Return with convoluted residency laws, making it impossible to
return to lands owned for hundreds of generations by indigenous Palestinians. One example is the prevention of Eastern
Jerusalem residents to return to Jerusalem if out of the country for more than seven years-even if as a refugee due to
deportation or land confiscation. 2,7,16,18

Ethnic Cleansing Continues Today Inside Israel, in Jerusalem and in the Occupied
Territories.

With walls, road blockades and residency restrictions, families are effectively cut off from one another. Gaza has been cut off
entirely from any help from a neighboring country. Jaffa is yet another city that has been settled by Israelis pushing Arabs out of
the community by slowly “Judaizing” the Old City and confiscating land and homes. In the West Bank, arrests are made daily
and settlers are permitted by the IDF to harass Arab villagers. 2,56,18

For all Palestinians, harassment, racism, random shootings by the IDF, destruction of croplands, confiscation of land through
deception or force, hunger, lack of medical care, lack of access to education, lack of permission to travel or have a meaningful
vote, life imprisonment without charge...these are the myriad ways Israel cleanses away Arabic Identity in Palestine. 2,6,18
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