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TLAN BEMIAMIN

Prolesser af Chemistey

[lead of LCSC Scholars for Peace in the Middle East
TAKMI ROSSMAMN-BENIAMIN

[ecturar in | lehraw

Member of the LCSC Scholars for Peace in the Middle East

RE: Response to March 200 2007 Telter b Acting Chancellor Rlumenthal

Dear Protessor Benjamin and Lecturer Rossman-Benjamin:

Acting Chancellor Blumenthal has asked me o review and respond o vour Tetier daned
March 20, 2007, regarding the comlierence thal wok place on the LCSC campus on barch
15, 2007, entitled “Allernative [listories Within and Beyvond Zienism.” In vour letler.
yiou state your belief that the conference may have vielated several University policies,
most notably those rezarding the vse of L niversity facilivies for poelitical activitizs as well
as the Faculty Code of Conduet, T fully appreciate your concems regarding the subject
matler of the com lerence and T helieve you raise impaerianl peinis ahool the need lor
infirmed public debate and dialog concerning lsrael-Palestine issues. However, as
discussed more fully below, | de not believe the conference constituted a misuse of
Liniversity facilitics in violation of policy.

As [ recently discussed inoa elephone conversation with Teclurer Rossman-Tenjamin, the
Tniversily ol Calilormia, 25 a state instrumentality, must remain neuteal on pelitical
marters, {See e g, Policy on Use of University Propertics, Scetion 41,10, “University
Mewtrality on Eeligious and Political Matters,” found at

WRWLLICODG sphomefcoendrevivepelilicesans ucd hunly., Thus, Tor example, in
geners] the Thniversily may nol ke o positien in suppoert ol or apposition a ballol
mensure or political candidate. Fore a fuller diseussion of this principle. see the UC Office
of State Governmental Regulations website, “Tnstiational Advocacy — Tegal Cuidelings
fior TIC: Participating in Tallol Campaigns,”™ located al

wewewe ueoedufstatefadvocacvhallotpuidelines. honl.

| underatand wou have srmgeled with the meaning of the phraze “poelitical marters.” and
perhaps belicve that University policy reguites the Lniversity to remain neutral with
respect W any and all controversial issues ol the day. Tn support of this position, vou cile
in vour letler communications issued by Tormer President Charles J. Lliteh in 1970 {as the
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Fall campaign senson approached). conceming reatrictions on the use of Universily
reseurces und lacilities for political activities. | have reviewed those materials and note
that inn a statement issued to Members of the Committee on Educational Palicy, dated
September 11, 1970, President Hitch in fact scknowledged that thore are mwell-
recagnized difficultics in interpreting whal is politeal,” and (that bevond “supperting ar
eppesing cundidates or propositions in elections,” areas relating (e political issues are
“oreay.” Therefore, he noted, there must be an examination of all the facts and
clreumstancas surrounding an activity and in the last analysis, the campus is responsible
for determining its appropristenss,

Fegurdless ol how “palitical activities™ are detined in University policy, however, one
principle remains abundancy clear: it is the University itself which is precluded from
taking official positions en partisan political matters, Mothing in policy cither prohibits
faculty members from laking positions on controversial issues or reguires the Tniversity
Lo prevent the presentation or debate of those 185ues in campus events, £n the contrary,
the Universily is committed o upholding and preserving principles of academic freedom
which protect faculty members” freedom of expression.  That freedom ineludes the rishe
to commit to a specific position or particular point of view. Moreover, allhough a
University department is comsidered an administralive umt ol the University, a
department’s spensarship of an event (as was apparently the case an karch 157 does not
necessarily mean that the views expressed by the speakers at that event are those of the
department, or thar the department is speaking en behalf of the Univarsity of California.

The Thmiversily of Calilornia is comemitled wo providing a lomm which encourages the
preseniution and debate o all peing ol view, owever, inomy apinion, this does not
mean that every event beld on campus must reflect all sides of an issue. 1o fact, as |
understand it. there have beon previeus events held on campus regarding the same
controversidl issues which wore the subject ol the March |5 seminar.. Those prior events
were Tl “view paint neulral,” undeniably atilived University laeilities, and presentad
wviews That were specilically at odds with those raised by the speakers at the Manch 13
SETTIIEL.

In wour lerter vou stare that vou believe the speakers ar the March 15 conference failed 1o
present lepitimale scholarly perspectives and that as such, their conduct constituted a
serious breach of academic inteprity and a cormption of the ideals of scholarship, T the
extent vou belicve a faculty member’s scholarship is inadequare or lacking in integrity,
you are weleome to raise those concerns with cither the appropriate divisional dean or
with the Academic Senale.

Finally, you indicate that you believe the Faculty Cede of Conduct may have been
vielated, If that is in fact your conelusion, there are clear channels Tor submilting a
formal complamt. Please see

this procedure. While Tsragl-Palestine issuss are always contentious, University and
campus policies and procedures, including AN G100, must be upheld.
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I'mank you for sharing vour concerns regarding the March 15 event, [ would be most
happy 1o further discuss any aspect of this matter, [ also belicve Acting Chancellor
Blurmnenthal would b inferested 1o any ideus you may have for presening fulure events
on campos That encourage an infommed debate and dialog concerning the Teragli-
Palestiman conflict and related issues.

Sincerely.

/—M\;{ (“""{
Carcle I Rassi

Lndversity Counsel TS Campus Counsel

o Acting Chancellor George Blumenthal
Exceutive Viee Chancellor David 5, Eliger
Assistant Chaneellor S Chiel ol ST Ashish Sahni
Chair Faye Croshy — WESC Academic S8enate



